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Dance Education Teacher of the Year
Name ____________________________________________   Position ________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________________________________________________________

City __________________________________________   State _____________________   Zip _____________________

Phone (w) __________________________________________   (h) ___________________________________________

Number of Years Taught ______________   
Member of SHAPE America ___________ YES   ___________ NO

Member of OAHPERD ___________ YES   ___________ NO

If a winner, I will be able to attend the SHAPE America Convention at my own expense. _________ YES   _________ NO

Eligibility
For the purpose of this award, a dance educator is defined as an individual who has major responsibility for teaching dance forms, except aerobic dance, within grades K through 12 for a specific school or school system. The candidate must be a pre-primary, elementary, middle school or high school teacher and is a current member of OAHPERD/NASPE/AAHPERD.

· Has a minimum of three (3) years teaching experience as a dance education teacher.

· Serves as a positive role model epitomizing personal health and fitness, enjoyment of activity, sportspersonship, and sensitivity to the needs of students.

· Utilizes various teaching methodologies and plans innovative learning experiences.

· Conducts a balanced and sequential curriculum.

· Assumes responsibility for his/her professional growth.

· Evidences professional commitment through membership and involvement in local state, and national physical education organizations.

· Has made significant contributions to the field of physical education.

Criteria

The nominee should address each of the following criteria using not more than one page double spaced for each criterion. Also, include two letters of recommendation based on the criteria. One letter should be from a peer teacher and the other from someone in an administrative capacity who is familiar with the candidate’s teaching skills. Selection will be based on how the State Selection Committee feels the candidate meets the criteria. If the candidate is the state winner, additional information will be needed for continuing on to Midwest and National.

1. Teaches creatively and utilizes various methodologies that intentionally honors the needs of all students;

2. Presents a balanced and sequential curriculum based on developmental, social and psychological needs of the students;

3. Emphasizes the significance of dance as an integral cultural component that enables students to understand their own cultural heritage as well as that of others;

4. Promotes an understanding of dance as a creative art where students and their life experiences are affirmed. Students are encouraged to be creative, discover new ideas and perspectives through participation, observation, and discussion of creative works;

5. Advocates for and supports the profession, as evidenced through partnerships, participation in professional organizations and professional learning opportunities.
